Misterton Parish Council

Mistertoh

Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton Parish Council held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall, Misterton

Present:

Cllr Graham White (Chair), ClIr Leo Bacigalupo, Clir Phil Clifton, Clir Andy Callow, Clir Abbie Rousell, Clir Pete Marshall and Clir Paul

Bradly

In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Steve Ashton, County Councillor Mike Best, Mandy Childs (OME Representative)

Public Open Session

Lewis Knight and Richard Harrison (Taylor Wimpey) and one member of the public were in attendance.
A resident reported that recently there had been no water available in the cemetery. It was explained that availability was dependent
on rain filling the water butts and that it was too expensive to consider installing a mains water supply.
The Tayor Wimpey representatives gave an overview of the new Crewkerne Wetland proposal which had been submitted for planning
permission. The location is where Vinney Brook meets the River Parrett, NE of Hellings Farm and is currently farmland. It is independent
of the new Wool Gardens estate but will provide phosphate mitigation for the new houses built there. Existing hedgerows will be
protected and there will be extra planting of appropriate plants and trees. There will be no risk of additional flooding and the quality of
the water entering the River Parrett will be improved. Ongoing maintenance costs will be provided either by a management company
or an endowment model and not fall on local councils.

Item No

Action

25/29.

Apologies for Absence
Cllr Paul Gillard, ClIr Viv Rowe

25/30.

Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Nil

25/31.

Minutes of the AGM and PC Meeting of 10" June 2025

The minutes of the PC meeting held on 10%" June 2025 were resolved as a true and accurate
record of the meeting.

Proposed: Clir Pete Marshall Seconded: Clir Paul Bradly RESOLVED

25/32.

Matters Arising from Minutes

a. Cemetery

Due to the extreme dry weather and subsequent hard ground, the installation of the
parkland fencing and improvement to the entrance has not yet happened. The work
will be done asap.

b. Streetlights in The Avenue

The Chairman reported that progress with resolving the issue continues.

c. Hedge in Unity Lane

The hedge has now been trimmed back. Thanks were expressed to Clirs Clifton,
Marshall and White for their work.

d. Sign for Unity Lane

Ongoing

g. Dog Waste Signs

Some new signs have been installed and more will be put up idc.

Cllr White

Cllr White

Clerk
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f. Clubhouse for Misterton Football Club

A meeting had been held between Misterton Football Club, Misterton Village Hall
Committee and Misterton Parish Council and it had been agreed that a formal lease
between the Parish Council and the Football Club would be drawn up. It was agreed
that the Village Hall was responsible for the fabric of the building and the Football Club
for the interior of the changing rooms. Going forwards the Football Club will pay for
the water and electricity that they use (meters exist in the changing rooms) and that
for the coming season they will book the Village Hall for home matches to provide
facilities for the teams and spectators.

g. Parking Restrictions on Station Road

At the last Parish Council meeting it was suggested that Somerset Council Traffic
Management should be asked about requesting parking restrictions along Station
Road. Traffic Management informed that Somerset Council receive many requests
from residents wanting the introduction of new parking restrictions outside of their
properties to prevent on-street parking. Somerset Council only proceed with requests
to introduce parking restrictions to address safety or congestion issues on the network
and not to stop parking of vehicles outside of homes. They also stressed that the safety
of all highway users is their priority and that removing parking can result in higher
vehicle speeds. Having consulted the injury collision data they hold, they report there’s
no record of any collisions between vehicles traveling along Station Road with a vehicle
joining the public highway from a private access.

Having received this advice and following discussion, it was agreed that an application
to introduce further parking restrictions along Station Road would not be submitted.
The parking restrictions already approved (by the entrance to the Station) will go
ahead as planned.

Clerk

25/33.

Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
Clirs Ashton and Best reported:
e The review of the proposed new divisions, division boundaries and division
names is ongoing.
e Afull meeting of Somerset Council was planned for Wednesday 16" July 2025.
e Thereis to be a further review of the services provided by Somerset Council.
The aim is to make the Council more efficient and will be carried out by
external consultants.
e Somerset NHS Foundation are planning to close all inpatient beds at
Crewkerne Hospital. A peaceful demonstration to oppose the closure is
planned for Thursday 31 July at 6pm at Crewkerne Hospital

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council and Recreation Ground Trust
The Chairman reported that everything he wished to discuss was covered elsewhere in
the meeting.

c. Working Group Reports
(i) Finance Working Group (FWG)
e Financial figures for 2025/26 Quarter 1 were in line with the budget.
e HSBC have announced that from 1 July 2025 the £5 monthly
administration fee is to be removed.
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(ii) Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
e Avisiting funeral director had said how impressed they were with the
standard of the cemetery.
e |t was suggested that the availability of the chapel to conduct weddings (as
well as funerals) should be publicised.
e Atreeinthe western hedge appears to be dying and will probably need
removing in due course.
(iii) Road Working Group (RWG)
e The air pollution in Middle Street has not yet been checked. Clir Bradly,
e Areminder about the road closure which is planned though Misterton Clir Ashton
during the month of August 2025. This is to enable the installation of new
electricity poles through the village and the current bare conductors being
removed and replaced with a single insulated conductor. The work is
being done by the National Grid. The road closure will run from 31 July to
29 August and will be in force between 0800 and 1800, not including
weekends and Bank Holidays. Outside of these times the road will be
open. During the road closure access to homes and businesses will be
possible but delays may be unavoidable due to vehicles blocking the road.
e The next LCN meeting (remote) is 19 August 2025 from 1000 to 1200. Clir
Bradly is unable to attend. Anybody interested to contact the Clerk.
(iv) MRT
e The defibrillator at Kingshay Barton has been moved and is now in a more
accessible location. Permission to include its location on the Parish Council
website and also clarification about any ongoing maintenance costs is
currently being sought. Clir Clifton
25/34. Misterton Learning Centre and Home in Unity Lane
e On 11 June 2025 ClIr White, Cllr Rowe and the Clerk attended a positive
meeting with two members of staff from the Learning Centre. The staff said
that they had learnt a lot during the last school year and would be putting it
into practice when the new academic year starts in September.
e Some pupils from the Learning Centre had expressed an interest in helping to
clean and paint the benches in the Children’s Play Area. A date for this to take
place before the end of the school year is to be arranged. Clerk
e The next meeting with the Learning Centre is set for 6 October 2025.
25/35. Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
None
b. Determinations notified by SC since last meeting
None
c. New applications to be considered
i. 25/01664HOU — Parkfield, Station Road TA18 8AL — proposed rear extension. Clerk
The Clerk was asked to contact the applicant (by letter) to arrange a site visit.
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d. Tree Applications
i. ATree Preservation Order has been issued for the lime tree in the Old Vicarage Field
(off Orchard Way)

e. Other Planning Matters

None
25/36. Finance
a. To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank
reconciliation
Payments
Voucher | Description Supplier Gross Total
47 Cemetery Grass Cut K M Dike 285.36
41 Cemetery Electricity Eon Next 17.10
40 Parish Mobile Tesco Mobile 8.00
46 Bank Fees HSBC 6.20
45 Room Hire Misterton VH 30.00
42 Payroll Services Cox and Co 24.00
43 Memberships SPFA 15.00
36 Clerk’s Salary Jane Thicknesse | 732.17
37 PAYE HMRC 248.29
44 Training SALC 25.00
38 Cemetery -Candles, Brush Jane Thicknesse | 22.36
39 Dog Waste Signs Jane Thicknesse | 27.93
£1411.41
Receipts
Voucher | Description Supplier Gross Total
11 Bank Interest HSBC 42.13
13 Village Hall Peppercorn Rent | Village Hall 1.00
14 Burial Fees Stoodley & Son 260.00
15 Burial Fees Forsey & Son 230.00
16 Burial Fees Stoodley & Son 230.00
Total £763.13
Proposed: ClIr Viv Rowe Seconded: Clir Abbie Rousell RESOLVED
25/37. | Any Other Business
a. An HGV driver had reported that the hedge between the Learning Centre and The
Old Vicarage was overhanging the road causing him to have to pull into the centre of
the road to pass. It was requested that Highways are informed so that appropriate
action can be taken. Clerk
25/38. Next Meeting

Tuesday 9™ September 2025 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall (Back Room).
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