Misterton Parish Council

Mistertoh

Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton Parish Council held on Tuesday 19" November 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall, Misterton

Present:

Cllr Graham White (Chair), ClIr Leo Bacigalupo, Clir Paul Bradly, ClIr Phil Clifton, Clir Paul Gillard, Cllr Pete Marshall, Clir Andy Callow, and
Cllr Vivienne Rowe

In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (OMMC Representative)

Public Open Session
No members of the public were present.

Item No Action
24/60. Apologies for Absence
ClIr Abbie Rousell
24/61. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Agenda item 7ci — Cllr Graham White
24/62. Minutes of the PC Meeting of 15" October 2024
The minutes of the PC meeting held on 15" October 2024 were resolved as a true and accurate
record of the meeting.
Proposed: Clir Bacigalupo Seconded: Clir Callow RESOLVED
24/63. Matters Arising from Minutes
a. Cemetery Gates
The stone has now been delivered and the gates should be hung in the next few weeks | Clir White,
(weather dependent). Clir Callow
b. Streetlights in The Avenue
No progress has been made. A reply had been received from Adam Dance MP’s office
but it provided no help in resolving the issue.
c. Gate for Tunnel Steps
The gate has been securely pinned open and the warning sign moved to the top of the
steps.
d. Dog Waste Posters
Ongoing Clerk
e. Rubbish Collection 2025/26
The Clerk reported that discussions continue with Somerset Council. Currently it
would appear that the majority of the bins throughout Misterton are on Somerset
Council land so the cost of emptying them will be their responsibility. The Parish
Council will have to pay for those on the Recreation Ground which will mean an
increase in the parish precept.
It was reported that the dog waste bin at the top of tunnel steps had not been emptied
recently. Clerk
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f. Beware Pedestrian Sign on A356 between Cemetery and Misterton Crossroads
This has been approved by Somerset Council and will be fitted on a new post idc.

g. Residents Only Parking in Silver Street
Following discussions with Traffic Management it was decided not to proceed with this
suggestion.

h. Bleed Kit
Purchased and attached to the AED located at Misterton Garage. Information to be
circulated in Chairman’s Letter and on the parish website.

i. Henley Road Drains

Following the last meeting, Lee Norman (Somerset Council Highways) met with various
Councillors at Henley Drive on 30 October to discuss the ongoing problem of the
blocked/broken drains and the resulting flooding. A CCTV examination of the drains
was ordered.

Subsequently the drains have been jetted but to date no evidence of a CCTV
examination have taken place.

j- Memorial Benches
One bench in memory of Anne Taylor is now in position on the Recreation Ground. The
other will be placed in the Cemetery in the next few weeks.

Clerk

Clir White

24/64.

Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
Clir Ashton reported that:

e Somerset Council were carrying out a series of consultations on the
local plan, validation process for planning and the size of county
council wards. The proposal for the latter is to reduce the number of
County Councillors and for there to be only one member for each
ward.

e No full Somerset Council meeting had been held. Work continues on
setting the budget for 2025/26.

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council and Recreation Ground Trust
The Chairman reported that:
e A meeting had been held with the school (Misterton Learning Centre).

In attendance were the Headteacher, Chairman, Clerk and two
members of Adam Dance’s team (social worker and case worker). The
school was asked about recent incidents in the village and the safety of
the children. Unfortunately, the meeting was largely unsatisfactory
with MLC still not recognising/acknowledging the effect that that the
school is having on the village and the concern of residents.
It was agreed that a letter from the Chairman would be sent to Adam
Dance MP, CEO of Somerset Council and the Somerset Police and
Crime Commissioner listing the concerns of the village. Residents are
also to be encouraged to write to the authorities (copying the Parish
Council) with their concerns.

Clerk
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Notification had been received that Somerset Council’s Rights of Way
department is being significantly reduced. It is unknown what effect
this will have on regular maintenance of some footpaths and
bridleways.

Two new gates to replace the swing gate off Church Lane and the high
three step stile further up the same footpath have been requested
from Somerset Council and should be supplied (free) in due course.
No progress has been made with car parking for the school and
Mallabones. It is hope to hold a meeting at the beginning of
December to pursue.

A recent meeting of the Village Hall Committee informed that grant
applications for the refurbishment of the Village Hall had been very
successful due to the generosity of local and national organisations.
The schedule of work is to be finalised but will include moving the
kitchen and disabled toilet, refurbishing the main toilets and
redecorating the main hall.

An email had been received from North Perrott Parish Council asking
about an interest in supporting a traffic survey of the A3066 and A356
to ascertain if HGVs using the A356 and A3066 actually have business
on these routes or whether they should be travelling on government
approved trunk routes such as the A37 and A303. More information
and the cost of such a project had been requested.

c. Working Group Reports
i.  Finance Working Group (FWG)

The FWG met on 12th November to discuss the 2025/26 budget and
precept. The newly imposed cost of emptying rubbish and dog waste
bins from April 2025/26, together with small increases in other costs,
means that the budget needs to be increased. The FWG proposed that
this should be achieved by increasing the precept for the first time in 3
years and not by using reserves. It was agreed that reserves should be
maintained for future expenses following a communication from the
Leader of Somerset Council warning us to prepare for further cost
impositions and service reductions due to their financial situation.
Following discussion, it was agreed that the precept should be
increased. The final percentage can only be confirmed at the
December meeting, once we receive the Council Tax base figures from
Somerset Council, but we forecast the increase for a Band D property
will be below £6 pa (or c. 11p per week).

ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)

A request for a replacement hoover was received. A budget of up to
£150 was approved.

Proposed: Clir Bradly Seconded: Clir Marshall RESOLVED
12 new large remembrance poppies for lampposts had been sourced
by Clir Bradly.

Litter is still being left in the Cemetery. It was agreed to remove the
bin and erect a sign asking people to take their litter home.

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Rowe
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e Cllr Rowe suggested putting a small Christmas tree into the chapel on
which people could add baubles remembering people. Clir Rowe
iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
e It was agreed that the RWG would meet once the November data from
the SIDs had been downloaded. Evidence from the data may lead to
requests to Somerset Council to extend/change speed limits on the
approach to Misterton from South Perrott or to change the priority at
the Misterton crossroads which remains an accident black spot. RWG
iv. MRT
e People were thanked for their efforts at the recent litter pick.
e The defibrillator in Silver Street had been offline for a short period but
was now back in service. MRT are investigating the problem.
24/65. Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
None
b. Determinations notified by SC since last meeting
None
c. New applications to be considered
i. 24/02558/FUL Change of use of agricultural land for an extension and alterations to
domestic garden including erection of a garage - Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Misterton TA18
7RZ - SUPPORTED Clerk
d. Tree Applications
None
e. Other Planning Matters
i. Update on Pattemores and Owsley Charity
County Councillor Ashton reported that there had been no significant developments
on this issue. An enforcement order had been submitted to challenge the lack of
planning consent for change of use of land and new roadway.
24/66. Requests for Donations
a. Citizens Advice
Declined
b. Operation Tribute — Poppy of Honour
Declined
c. Friends of Crewkerne Station
A request to provide funding for the pumphouse renovation project at Crewkerne
Station was discussed. ClIr Bradly informed that Friends of Crewkerne Station had
recently been given £225 by Misterton (proceeds from Christmas Card appeal) and it
was decided that this was a sufficient donation at this time. Clerk
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24/67.

Finance

a. To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank
reconciliation

Payments

Voucher | Description Supplier Gross Total

90 +101 | Bank Fees HSBC 17.20

98 Cemetery Grass Cut K M Dike 285.36

100 Stationery Jane Thicknesse 20.97

92 Cemetery Electricity Eon Next 20.04

93+ 102 | Parish Mobile Tesco Mobile 15.10

94 Clerk’s Salary Jane Thicknesse 711.24

95 PAYE HMRC 176.54

89 Training SALC 120.00

96 Room Hire Misterton VH 30.00

97 Payroll Services Cox and Co 21.00

Total £1418.45

Receipts

Voucher | Description Supplier Gross Total

22 Burial Fees Stoodley & Son 510.00

23 Bank Interest HSBC 48.40

24 Headstone Grassby & Sons Ltd 100.00

Total £658.40

Proposed: Clir Rowe Seconded: Clir White RESOLVED

24/68. Any Other Business

Mandy Childs (OME Rep) asked if there were any plans to commemorate the 80"

anniversary of the end of WWII in 2025. It was suggested that this could possibly be

included within the Village Hall Fete to be held in July 2025. Clir Bradly
24/69. Next Meeting

Tuesday 17" December 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall (Back Room).
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