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Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton Parish Council held on Tuesday 26th March 2024 at 6.30pm, in the Village Hall, Misterton

Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair), Cllr Leo Bacigalupo, Cllr Phil Clifton, Cllr Abbie Rousell, Cllr Graham White, 
Cllr Viv Rowe and Cllr Paul Gillard	
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Mike Best, County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (OME Representative)

	Item No
	
	Action

	23/124.  

	Apologies for Absence
Cllr Pete Marshall, Cllr Andy Callow

	

	23/125.
	Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Cllr Graham White – Declaration of Interest - Agenda Item 6b (Minute 23/129b.)

	

	23/126.  
	[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]Minutes of the meeting of 20th February 2024
The minutes of the meetings held on 20th February 2024 were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Proposed: Cllr White		Seconded: Cllr Bacigulapo 		RESOLVED

	

	23/127.	  
	Matters Arising from Minutes
a. Cemetery Gates
Work in progress

b. Streetlights in The Avenue
Ongoing

c. Coronation Commemorative Tree and Bench
Commemorative tree planted and bases for benches installed. Benches due to be fitted in the next few days.

d. Door to the Chapel Store
Work in progress

e. Gate for Tunnel Steps
The position of the gate at the bottom of the steps was confirmed. Work to install to take place imminently. 

f. Slow Sign for Knowle Lane
Issue reported to Traffic Management. Still awaiting response

g. Bollards outside property on Middle Street
After consultation with Somerset Council Traffic Management, it has been concluded that effective bollards are not an option.  It has been suggested that reflective strips are attached to the wall to try to reduce collisions.

h. Trees for Cemetery Extension
90 trees (with stakes and protective guards) have been obtained free from the Woodland Trust and are due for collection on 28 March 2024. A working party to plant the trees on 2 April 2024 at 4pm was agreed.  Offers of help have been received from Mark and Carol Zwartouw and Simon Diaper.

i. Misterton Football Club (MFC) – User Agreement/Security of Tenure
MFC have responded agreeing the basic content of the User Agreement/Security of Tenure but wish for the licence to be for a period of 12 years which would enable them to apply for pitch maintenance grants. This was agreed.
It was also agreed that visiting teams would be charged £75 per session for the use of the pitch (with this amount being reviewed every three years).
Proposed: Cllr Bacigulapo            Seconded: Cllr Bradly                   RESOLVED

j. Dog Waste Bins
It was confirmed that the current schedule for the emptying of the bins by Somerset Council would continue for the foreseeable future.  

k. Memorial Benches
The Clerk reported that she had received an enquiry from a resident wishing to purchase and install a new memorial bench on the Recreation Ground.

l. Grass Keep Licence
The 2024 licence has been agreed with Simon Diaper.
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	23/128.
	[bookmark: _Hlk159403113]Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
County Councillors Ashton and Best reported:
· A very helpful Local Community Network (LCN) Highways meeting had been held. Information provided included the pothole scheme, the priority system and the Highway Steward system.  A ‘pricing’ list for Parish Councils for non-statutory roadworks is being compiled and should be available in the summer. Next meeting scheduled for 28 March 2024.
· Traffic Management have been requested to liaise closely with MPC during the closure of South Street, Crewkerne (starting on 2 April 2024) to provide updates and try to minimalise disruption during the 6 months of work.

[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council and Recreation Ground Trust
The Chairman reported:
· The Childrens Playground and Amenity Land in Packers Way was to remain the responsibility of Somerset Council unless the land and facility was given to Misterton Parish Council.

c. Working Group Reports
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· A FWG meeting is scheduled for 2 April 2024
· A new bank mandate has been received for signature and submission. It was agreed that the three signatories should be 
Cllr Abigail Rousell, Cllr Vivienne Rowe, Cllr Graham White
Proposed: Cllr Clifton       Seconded: Cllr Gillard                      RESOLVED

ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· A deep clean is required.
· Chapel will be open on Easter Sunday
iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· LCN (Highways) – see Minute 23/128a.
· SID – the RWG suggested that due to there being few places suitable for the SIDs, they should remain permanently in their current locations (approaching the railway bridge from Crewkerne and adjacent to the Cemetery).  If comment is made about their permanency, it is suggested that they are switched off (battery removed) for a period of time.
· Drains – the drains in Knowle Lane have recently been thoroughly cleaned by Somerset Council and are now working well.  The problem in Henley Lane continues but it is thought that little can be done due to the bad positioning of the drains and lack of funding to plane back the verges.
· Road Parking – Station Road/Entrance to Old Mill Estate and Silver Street. It was proposed that an application is made to Somerset Council to extend/install double yellow lines in both locations.  For further details contact the Clerk.
Proposed: Cllr Rowe          Seconded: Cllr Bradly                RESOLVED 
In addition a County Councillor observed that vans parking (and on occasion coning off an area of the public highways) near the junction of Monarch Road and the station entrance road was making visibility difficult and the junction hazardous.  It was decided not to take any action at this stage but residents are requested to park responsibly and not cause any safety issues.
· A356 Crossroads – a discussion took place about resurrecting the plan to change the crossroads at Misterton Cross (junction between A3066 and A356) into a roundabout.  No decision was made.
· Pavement Parking – this continues to be a problem with a recent incident resulting in a pavement being fully obstructed and people having to walk in the road to get around.  All incidents should be reported to the police who are able to authorise an instant fine of £50.  Details of how to report to the police will be available on both the website and in the next edition of the Misterton Magazine.
· Closure of South Street, Crewkerne – see Minute 123/128a.
iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· A quote for cleaning the railings around the MUGA has been requested.
· Following more information being provided it was agreed that the wooden birds nest swing should be purchased and installed in the Children’s Play Area.
Proposed: Cllr Bradly        Seconded:  Cllr White                 RESOLVED
· More information is required about the new gate before a decision is made.
· It was suggested that a new sign encouraging people to pick up dog waste should be considered.



v. MERT
· Resilience Plan – The updating of the resilience plan for the village is on-going.  There is still some concern with insurance which hopefully we can resolve so the plan can be published.
· Sandbags – Lack of provision of sandbags by Somerset Council will be compensated by Misterton Parish Council.  
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	23/129.
	Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
None
b. Determinations notified by SC since last meeting
23/01416/FUL Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Misterton TA18 7RZ – relocation of steel agricultural barn used for storage of machinery, straw and hay - APPROVED
c. New applications to be considered
None
d. Tree applications
None
e. Other planning matters
None
	

	23/130.
	Website
Work is ongoing to update the website.  Any suggestions about content or any organisation who wishes to be considered for inclusion is asked to contact the Clerk.
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	23/131.
	Chubbs Almshouses
A vacancy for a trustee to represent Misterton has arisen. This does not have to be a Parish Councillor but must be a resident of Misterton.  Anybody interested is requested to contact either the Chairman or Clerk.
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	23/132.
	Finance
a. To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank reconciliation

Payments
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	133
	Parish Mobile
	Tesco
	7.00
	

	137
	Payroll Services
	Cox and Co
	21.00
	

	134 + 135
	Cemetery Electricity
	Eon Next
	24.05
	

	143
	Defibrillator Battery
	The Defib Pad
	239.99
	

	138
	Cemetery Grass Cutting- February
	K M Dike
	278.46
	

	136
	Clerk’s Salary – February
	Jane Thicknesse
	860.64
	

	139
	Office Costs – Postage
	Jane Thicknesse
	6.00
	

	140
	Office Costs – Stationery
	Jane Thicknesse
	2.15
	

	141
	Bank Fees
	HSBC
	5.80
	

	142
	Clerks Salary – March
	Jane Thicknese
	860.84
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£2305.93







Receipts
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	41
	Headstone
	Stones
	25.00
	

	42
	Bank Interest – Deposit Acct #2
	HSBC
	98.45
	

	43
	Bank Interest – Deposit Acct #1
	HSBC
	14.08
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£137.53



Proposed: Cllr Rousell	      Seconded:   Cllr Rowe                                      RESOLVED
	  

	23/133.
	Any Other Business
a. The Clerk reported that the Forest School would not be starting up again this year. The request to remove their equipment from the small shed will be followed up.
b. The CB3 community bus (Saturdays between Bridport and Crewkerne) has requested advertising for new volunteer drivers and clippys and financial assistance. More information about the current funding is required before a decision is made.

	

Clerk


Clerk

	23/134.
	Next Meetings
Parish Village Meeting – Tuesday 7th May 2024 at 6.30pm at Mallabones
Annual General Meeting, followed by regular monthly meeting, Tuesday 21st May 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall (Back Room).
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