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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday 20th February 2024 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)	Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Phil Clifton	 	Cllr Abbie Rousell			
Cllr Graham White	Cllr Pete Marshall	Cllr Viv Rowe		
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Steve Ashton (late), Mandy Childs (OME Representative)	

Public Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance

23/113.  Apologies for absence
Cllr Paul Gillard, Cllr Andy Callow, County Councillor Mike Best 

23/114.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Cllr Graham White – Declaration of Interest - Agenda Item 6c (Minute 23/118c)

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]23/115.  Minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2024
The minutes of the meetings held on 16thJanuary 2024 were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr Bacigulapo			Seconded: Cllr White			RESOLVED

23/116.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a.   Cemetery Gates
 	Work in progress
Action: Cllr White/Cllr Callow
b. 	Streetlights in The Avenue
	Ongoing
Action: Clerk
c.	Coronation Commemorative Tree and Bench
Commemorative tree ordered. Benches will be installed and commemorative tree planted as soon as weather is suitable.
	Action: Cllr Callow/Cllr White/Clerk
d.	Door to the Chapel
	Work in progress
Action: Cllr Callow
e. 	Gate for Tunnel Steps
	Work in progress
Action: Cllr Clifton/Cllr Callow/Cllr White
f.	Slow Sign for Knowle Lane
	Issue reported to Traffic Management. Awaiting response
	Action: Clerk
g.  	Footpath CH 20/7 Mill Farm, Mill Lane
	The proposed amendment to the footpath diversion has been accepted by Somerset Council and a short 	consultation period for comment has now closed.  Notification of the outcome is awaited.
h.	Bollards outside property on Middle Street
	After discussion, but without agreement, the Clerk was asked to investigate the cost (and procedure) for 	installing bollards in Middle Street.
i.	Trees for Cemetery Extension
	90 trees (with stakes and protective guards) have been obtained free from the Woodland Trust.  Collection is 	and subsequent planting will take place in late March/early April.
j.	Misterton Football Club – User Agreement/Security of Tenure
	To date no response to the proposed User Agreement/Security of Tenure has been received.

23/117.	Reports
a. [bookmark: _Hlk159403113]Report from County Councillors
[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]County Councillor Ashton reported:
· Somerset Council had voted through its 2024/25 budget with 52 councillors voting in favour, 9 against and 31 abstentions. 
· A total of £36M is to be borrowed (at a rate of 11.6%) to balance the budget.  
· Council Tax will rise by 4.99% in April 2024
· Up to 1000 jobs could be lost at Somerset Council
· Plans to close 5 recycling centres (including Crewkerne) are being reconsidered.
· Highway maintenance will continue unchanged for the next financial year, with the exception of hedge cutting which is to cease.
· The acute stroke unit at Yeovil District Hospital is set to close.  

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust
· Somerset Council Asset and Service Devolution
The response to the letter to Somerset Council: 
i. Closing of Crewkerne Recycling Centre – being reviewed.
ii. Insurance provision by Somerset Council for parish council/residents who undertake some of the services/assets if they’re devolved – responsibility of the Parish Council.
iii. Training provided to parish councils/residents to undertake devolved services/assets – depends on tasks. More information to follow.
iv. Responsibility of insurance and training costs – Parish Council to be responsible for cost of insurance. Responsibility for training costs to be decided.
ii. Somerset Council adopting roads which have been used as a public highway for more than 20 years as laid out in Highways Act 1980 – complex issue and it appears that the chance of successful adoption is very low.
· Dog Waste Bins
Due to the financial emergency it is possible that the regular emptying of dog waste bins by Somerset Council will cease.  Misterton currently have 8 bins (+ one on Old Mill Estate which is emptied privately) so an alternative arrangement is vital.
Action: Clerk
· Playground and Amenity Land in Packers Way
This facility belongs to Somerset Council who are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance. Misterton PC should only become responsible if this asset is given to the village, something which Somerset Council appear reluctant to do.	
· Rubbish/Litter/Graffiti
This continues to be a problem on the Recreation Ground and recently in Old Mill Estate.  Residents are encouraged to report any incidents to the police so that there is an official record.  If people see anti-social behaviour on the Recreation Ground, please note the date and approximate time and report to the Clerk so that the CCTV recording can be checked.

c. Working Group Reports 
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· A FWG meeting is to be scheduled for the beginning of April
Action: Clerk
· No progress with resolving various banking issues.  The Clerk volunteered to speak to HSBC to arrange a meeting.
Action: Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk125018150]ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· A meeting of the CWG is to be arranged.

iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· LCN Highways Working Group
The Chairman will attend the meeting scheduled for Thursday 22nd February 2024 and report back.
Action: Chairman
· Speed Watch reported that an enquiry had been made from the local PCSO about moving the SIDs to other locations.  
· A member of Speed Watch has indicated that they would be interested in the data available from the SID.
Action: Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk146445664]iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· MUGA 
The contractor to repaint the MUGA has been instructed.  A start date (weather dependent) is awaited.
· CPA New Gate and Disabled Equipment
Prior to the meeting the Clerk provided details and quotes for the new gate and fence, a birds nest swing and replacement springer.  Following discussions it was decided that further information about these items should be obtained before any decisions were made.
Action: Clerk

	v. MERT
· Resilience Plan
The updating of the resilience plan for the village is on-going.  MERT is meeting on 23 February to progress the plan and version 1 will be created soon although this may not be by 1 March 24 as previously hoped.
· MERT Members
The core team have a couple of changes in personnel which will be confirmed at the forthcoming meeting.  In addition the extended team will be included in the resilience plan.

23/118.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
None
	b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
		23/02196/73A – Well Spring Farm, South Perrott Road TA18 8NS – alterations and extension to Unit 		One - REFUSED    	
	c. New applications to be considered
 i. 24/00304/FUL Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Misterton TA18 7RZ – conversion of agricultural building to 1 No dwelling (change of use previously approved by 22/01659/PAMB) with associated works to form access, parking and garden - APPROVED
d. Tree Applications
	 	None
	e. Other Planning Matters
	None
23/119.	  Website
	The Parish Council website is in need of an update. 
Action: Clerk

23/120.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank reconciliation

Payments	
	[bookmark: _Hlk148890094]Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	127
	CCTV Maintenance
	SES Yeovil
	99.84
	

	120
	Bank Charges
	HSBC
	7.40
	

	129
	Cemetery Grass Cut
	K M Dike
	278.46
	

	128
	Payroll Services
	Cox and Co
	21.00
	

	125
	Clerk’s Salary
	Jane Thicknesse
	860.84
	

	130
	Stationery
	Jane Thicknesse
	10.75
	

	126
	Scribe Accountancy
	Starboard Systems Ltd
	414.72
	

	123
	Cemetery Electricity
	Eon Next
	15.22
	

	122
	Parish Mobile
	Tesco
	7.00
	

	124
	Defibrillator
	Heartbeat Community Trust
	120.00
	

	131
	Commemorative Tree
	Jane Thicknesse
	161.16
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£1996.39


	

Receipts
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	39
	Bank Interest
	HSBC
	15.03
	

	40
	Cemetery Donation 
	Other
	60.13
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£75.16



Proposed: Cllr A Rousell		Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED

23/121.  AOB
	a.  An enquiry had been made about adding a plaque to an existing (empty) bench on the Recreation 	Ground.  It was decided that this could set a precedent and that should people wish to commemorate a 	loved one, they are welcome to purchase a bench with a plaque. The design of the bench would have to be 	approved by the Parish Council and there would be a charge of £100 to install.
	b. Notification about Seaborough Festival (July 2024) had been received.  There were no objections to this 	event.
	c. Concerns were expressed about the road junction leading from the A356 to the station, Bradfords and the 	Old Mill Estate.
Action: Mandy Childs (OME Rep) /Clerk
	c. The Parish Village Meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th May 2024 at 6.30pm in Mallabones.  All welcome.
	d. The AGM will be held on Tuesday 21st May 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall (Back Room).
	

23/122.	  Items for the next meeting 
	Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.
	
23/123.	  Date and time of next meeting
	Tuesday 26th March 2024 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall (Back Room). 
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