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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)	Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Phil Clifton	 	Cllr Abbie Rousell			
Cllr Graham White	Cllr Andy Callow	Cllr Viv Rowe
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), Mandy Childs (OME Representative)	

Public Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance

23/93.  Apologies for absence
Cllr Pete Marshall, Cllr Paul Gillard, County Councillor Steve Ashton (late apologies) 

23/94.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Cllr Andy Callow - Declaration of Interest - Agenda Item 7a (Minute 23/99a)
Cllr Graham White – Declaration of Interest - Agenda Item 7a (Minute 23/99a)
Cllr Leo Bacigalupo – Declaration of Interest – Minute 23/99b

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]23/95.  Minutes of the meeting of 21st November 2023
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st November 2023 were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr White			Seconded: Cllr Rowe			RESOLVED

23/96.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a.   Cemetery Gates
 	Work in progress
Action: Cllr White/Cllr Callow
b. 	Streetlights in The Avenue
The Clerk reported that the National Grid had not yet resolved the non-working streetlights in the Avenue. It was suggested that County Cllr Best and County Cllr Ashton were informed of lack of success and requested to help.  
Action: Clerk
c.	Coronation Commemorative Tree and Bench
Second bench is still awaited. Benches will be installed and commemorative tree planted once arrived.
	Action: Cllr Callow, Cllr White, Clerk
d.	Door to the Chapel
	Expenditure up to £500 to replace the chapel door and frame was approved.
	Proposed: Cllr Bradly			Seconded: Cllr White			RESOLVED
Action: Cllr Callow
[bookmark: _Hlk153339585]e.	Solar Panel for SID by Railway Bridge
	Cllr Callow offered to install. New post for the second SID by the Cemetery is still not installed.
Action: Cllr Callow

f. 	Gate for Tunnel Steps
Received and due to be fitted. Sign for gate advising of traffic ahead to be added once gate has been installed.
Action: Cllr Clifton, Clerk

g.	Slow Sign for Knowle Lane
	Expenditure up to £150 was approved for road signs warning of hump in Knowle Lane.
	Proposed: Cllr White			Seconded: Cllr Rousell			RESOLVED
Action: Cllr Callow, Clerk

23/97.	Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]No County Councillors in attendance

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust
· Asset and Service Devolution
The Chairman reported that due to being unable to attend the SALC AGM, he had written to the Chairman expressing concern about the Asset and Service Devolution strategy proposed by Somerset Council. The helpful reply stated that although SALC had sympathy with the problems faced by Somerset, they neither supported or opposed the approach that Somerset Council is taking to try to resolve the situation.  The reply stressed that that no-one could force any council to accept the devolution of services or the responsibility for assets which Somerset Council may wish to devolve.  But should councils wish to accept taking on the responsibility to assist in the delivery of services or to take over assets at present owned by Somerset Council, SALC would endeavour to provide assistance to those councils.  
Before any decision is reached on Misterton’s response to the Asset and Service Devolution proposal, it was agreed that a letter to Somerset Council would be written requesting further information, particularly about which services the village would continue to receive and which staff and/or Councillors are to held responsible for the funding crisis in accordance with transparency for public finances. Once a reply has been received the Parish Council will meet to discuss which, if any, services might be taken on and what positive action the village could take to minimise any reduction in existing provision. 
Action: Chairman, Clerk

· Somerset Council has launched a Budget Consultation to give residents the opportunity to indicate which services are most important to them. The survey can be found on the PC website or by following https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/comms/budget-consultation-2024-2025/

· Police Funding Survey
The Chairman drew attention to the recent Police Funding Survey which is suggesting an increase of £10 per household on the annual Council Tax bill. Further information can be found on the PC website or by following https://www.avonandsomerset-pcc.gov.uk/working-for-you/precept/ to  

arranged.

c. Working Group Reports 

i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· The FWG met on 5 December and set a draft budget for 2024/25. The aim is for the parish precept to remain the same for each household as for 2023/24. The budget will be finalised and approved at the January meeting.  
Action: FWG, Clerk
· No progress has been made with an online bank account or the amalgamation of two deposit accounts.
Action: Chairman/Clerk
[bookmark: _Hlk125018150]ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· A meeting of the CWG was held on 29 November. Achievements were agreed and future plans recorded.  These will form the basis of the 5 year plan for the Cemetery.  See Annex A.

· Cllr Rowe reported the evidence of mice in the Chapel.
Action: Chairman
· Cllr Rowe requested approval to decorate the Chapel with seasonal flowers. Approved.




iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· A meeting of the RWG is required. 
Action: RWG, Clerk
· Two large potholes, one in Henley Lane and one on Station Road close to the Stagecoach Inn were reported.
Action: Clerk
The Clerk reminded the meeting that anybody could report a Road, Travel and Parking problem on the Somerset Council website Roads, travel and parking (somerset.gov.uk)
· Cllr Rousell reported that residents in Middle Street had requested ‘slow’ signs to be put out on the A356 during heavy rainfall to prevent water (and stone) damage to properties caused by drivers going too fast through puddles. No decision was made.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk146445664]iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· The Clerk reported that a draft Security of Tenure/User Agreement for Misterton Football Club had been drawn up. It was agreed to circulate for comment and amendments before forwarding to MFC for their input.
Action: Clerk
· The Clerk reported that she had received three quotes (Courtstall, Softplay and Michael White) for the cleaning, re-painting and binding of the MUGA. An amended quote from one of the companies was requested before a decision is made. Quotes for cleaning the outer perimeter fence still need to be obtained.
Action: Clerk

	v. MERT
· Flooding – Problems again in the three flooding ‘hot spots’ Knowle Lane, Cathole Bridge Road and Newbery Lane.  Drain covers have been lifted by the force of the water, homes were impacted particularly when cars drive through puddles at speed and Newbery Lane was left covered in debris.
Excellent efforts were made by flood aware members of MERT and MPC including night time checks and tackling blocked drains.  In addition other volunteers got involved to protect their homes and as community supporters.  
MERT will look into expanding the official roles of volunteers to include appointed flood wardens, ensuring that regulations are complied with so that any work is both legal and effective.
Action: MERT

23/98.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
i. 23/025803/COL: Location – 2 Station Road, TA18 8AJ. Retrospective planning permission for new driveway.  (For information only – decision made by Planning Officers)
	b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
i. 23/02050HOU: The Old Bullpen, Turnpike Cross. Planning permission granted. (MPC’s concerns ref potential overlooking caused by the southern window of the extension were considered but the decision was that the development did not have an unacceptable impact.) 
       	c. New applications to be considered
 None
d. Tree Applications
	 	None
	e. Other Planning Matters
	None
[bookmark: _Hlk115026802]



23/99.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank reconciliation

Payments	
	[bookmark: _Hlk148890094]Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	109
	Postage
	Jane Thicknesse
	8.00
	

	108
	Cemetery Grass Cut
	K M Dike
	278.46
	

	107
	Payroll Services
	Cox and Co
	21.00
	

	103
	Clerk’s Salary
	Jane Thicknesse
	815.71
	

	106
	Stationery
	Jane Thicknesse
	37.59
	

	110
	Donation
	Misterton Magazine
	1500.00
	

	105
	Cemetery Electricity
	Eon Next
	21.08
	

	102
	Maintenance Material
	Graham White
	84.33
	

	104
	Maintenance Materials
	A C Enterprises
	42.00
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£2806.17


	

Receipts
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	31
	Cemetery Headstone Inscription
	Stones Monumental Masons 
	25.00
	

	32
	Grant for SID
	Avon and Somerset Police Community Fund
	3300.00
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£3325.00



Proposed: Cllr A Rousell		Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED

b. To agree payment of £1500 to Misterton Magazine
It was proposed that £1500 (profit from the Misterton Coronation Event) was donated to Misterton Magazine to help with running costs.

Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded Cllr P Bradly			RESOLVED

(Cllr Bacigalupo abstained from the vote to award £1500 to Misterton Magazine due to a Declaration of Interest)


23/100.  AOB
· The Clerk reported that occasional offensive smells in the Village Hall had been reported and were being investigated by the Village Hall Committee. It is possible that the cause of the problem are the drains in the lane behind the Hall.

23/101.	  Items for the next meeting 
Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.

23/102.	  Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 16th January 2024 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall (Back Room). 






ANNEX A TO MPC MINUTES
DATED 12 DECEMBER 2023


At the Cemetery Working Group Meeting on 29th November 23 Past Achievements were agreed before Future Aspirations for endorsement by council at Meeting on 12th December 23.

CEMETERY ACHIEVEMENTS


1.	Entrance opened up
2. 	FoMCC hand over Chapel Funds and surrounding garden
3.	New seat behind Chapel
4.	Chapel garden cut down
5.	Chapel cleaned regularly
6.	Chapel opened each month and visited each month
7.	Cemetery extension receives Planning Approval for internments
8.	Surrounding hedge cutback extensively
9.	Noticeboard repaired and rules included


FUTURE ASPIRATIONS

1.	Old gates moved to new position
2.	Remaining trees planted in extension
3.	New gates to extension
4.	Treatment to all seats – teak oil
5.	Replace lean-to-door
6.	Treat Chapel front door
7.	Cut back chapel garden again
8.	Handover Cemetery books to Clerk
9.	Install Memorial Sculpture / pillar
10.	Replace dead tree by Chapel door
11.	Treat Chapel floor
12.	Open safe
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