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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday, 20th June 2023 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)	Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Phil Clifton		Cllr Peter Marshall		
Cllr Viv Rowe 		
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Mike Best, County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (Old Mill Estate Representative).

Public Open Forum
There were no members of the public in attendance.

23/35.  Apologies for absence
Cllr Andy Callow, Cllr Abbie Rousell, Cllr Phil Gillard, Cllr Graham White	

23/36.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
None

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]23/37.  Minutes of the meeting of 16th May 2023
The minutes of the meetings held on 16th May were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr L Bacigulapo			Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED

23/38.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a.   Cemetery Gates
 	No update available due to absence of Councillors.
Action: Cllr White/Cllr Callow
b. 	Streetlights
	Cllr Best reported that the street lights concerned were not the responsibility of Somerset Council but were 
	the responsibility of Abri.   The Clerk was requested to follow up with Abri and, if necessary, request evidence 	proving that the lights were not their responsibility.
Action: Clerk
c.	CCTV 
	The rota to monitor the CCTV is still to be sorted due to being linked with the SID rota.
Action: Clerk
d.	Road Markings on Old Mill Estate 
	Cllr Best and Mandy Childs reported that a further meeting with Rebecca Vaughan, Somerset Highways was 	scheduled for Tuesday 27th June.
Action: Cllr Best/Mandy Childs  
e.  	Misterton Recreation Ground Trust
	The Clerk reported that a page had been created on the website and information would be added shortly.
Action: Clerk 
f.	Noticeboards in Silver Street/Turnpike Green and Cemetery
	After discussion it was agreed to purchase two new noticeboards for Silver Street/Turnpike Green.  One 	would be for PC use and the other for use by the public.  It was agreed to spend a maximum of £1000 on the 	new boards.
	Proposed: Cllr P Bradly		Seconded: Cllr P Marshall			RESOLVED
	No progress to date on the repair to the Cemetery Noticeboard.
Action: Clerk/Cllr White
g.	Commemorative Tree
	See Minute 23/41
	

h.	Road Markings throughout the Village
	See Minute 23/39b
	
i.	Graffiti on Railway Bridge
	The graffiti remover has been purchased and work to remove the graffiti will commence as soon as possible.
	
23/39.	Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]Cllr Ashton and Cllr Best reported that:
· Car Parking Charges throughout Somerset will be increased by 10%.
· Somerset Highways are visiting Crewkerne and Misterton on Tuesday 27th June.  Cllr Best hopes to be in attendance.

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust
The Chairman reported:
· Vandalism was on the increase in the village as well as in neighbouring parishes.  Recent issues had included human excrement being left on public footpaths and deliberate destruction of books in the telephone box.  It was agreed that vandalism is a police matter and the Clerk was requested to inform the Chief Constable, copying the correspondence to the neighbouring parish councils.
Action: Clerk
· He had attended the first meeting of the Local Community Network (Ilminster and Crewkerne). Over 50 people had been in attendance.  The biggest issue which was raised by all in attendance was traffic. The Chairman stressed the importance of all traffic/road related incidents being reported to the Clerk who will keep a log.  This evidence will be collated and forwarded to the LCN who are likely to have a bigger voice and may manage to effect some change. The Chairman will request all residents to collect evidence and report incidents to the Clerk in his next Chairman’s Report in the August edition of the Misterton Magazine.
Action: Chairman
· The Chairman and Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee have both given 6 months’ notice and will be standing down at the end of the year.  New officers are being sought.

c. Working Group Reports 
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· A meeting of the FWG was scheduled for Tuesday 27th June 2023 at 6pm at Knowle House to review expenditure and discuss budget.
· 
[bookmark: _Hlk125018150]ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· Cemetery Extension. The Clerk reported that having received a letter from the Environment Agency the requirement for a Tier 1 assessment had been removed and the proposal to use the extension solely as a Garden of Remembrance for the interment of ashes was likely to be approved by Somerset Council.  This requires a change to the proposed wording on the original planning application to
‘Change of use from agricultural sheep grazing land to land for Garden of Remembrance and the interment of ashes’
and the submission of a new planning statement and site map.
Proposed: Cllr P Bradly			Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk
· The Clerk reported that Cemetery Management Training had recently been attended by Cllr Rowe, Cllr Callow and the Clerk.
· Cllr Rowe requested that the Open/Closed sign for the gate post was followed up.
Action: Clerk


iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· The RWG met on 24th May 2023 to discuss outstanding tasks and agree a way forward. There are no quick solutions to many of the problems but it is hoped that by working with the recently formed LCN some solutions may be found in due course.  Information is available on request to the Clerk.  
· Cllr Peter Marshall has become a member of the RWG to help with the volume of work. 

NB A Parish Council has no legal authority over Road Issues, these rest with County Council.  

iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· Nothing to report

23/40.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
	a. Applications handled since last meeting
		None	
	b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
	 	None
       	c. New applications to be considered
 	i. 23/01445/LBC Installation of a wall mounted automated external defibrillator (AED) unit in a high 	visibility robust cabinet, connected to a mains 240v supply and also incorporating a 120-240v 	powered heater and internal LED lighting at Crewkerne Railway Station.  APPROVED
d. Tree Applications
	 	None
	e. Other Planning Matters
	i. 23/01294/COL - Application for a Lawful Certificate for the Proposed Use of dwelling to be 			used for supported living accommodation. Field House Unity Lane Misterton Crewkerne 				Somerset TA18 8NA. NOT YET DETERMINED. No comment required.
	ii. 18/01737/OUT - Reserved Matters Application for the appearance, layout, landscaping and scale 		pursuant to the Outline Planning Permission 18/01737/OUT for 150 homes, public open space and 		local equipped area of play (Allowed on Appeal) on land south Of Kit Hill Crewkerne Somerset.  For 		information.

[bookmark: _Hlk115016872]23/41.  Amenities
[bookmark: _Hlk115026802]	a. Coronation Event
· Commemorative mugs had now been distributed to all children who had signed up at the Coronation Event. A surplus number remained and it was agreed to give them away to key helpers and Councillors.
Proposed: Cllr L Bacigalupo		Seconded: Cllr P Marshall		RESOLVED
Action: Clerk/ Cllr Clifton
· Despite best efforts to make this a non-profit event, the final accounts showed a surplus of £2,100.  It was agreed to purchase a bench, commemorative tree and plaque for the Recreation Ground and for the remainder to be donated to Misterton Magazine.
Proposed: Cllr P Marshall		Seconded: Cllr P Bradly			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk/Cllr White
· It was decided that the public wash up agreed at the previous meeting (Minute 23/29) was unnecessary. Key findings are available on request from the Clerk and will also be available on the PC website.
Action: Clerk

23/42.	MERT
	a. MERT was formally accepted as a Working Group of Misterton Parish Council.
	Proposed: Cllr P Marshall		Seconded: Cllr P Clifton				RESOLVED
	b. The purchase of a new first aid kit (£20) to replace the existing out of date kit was approved.
	Proposed: Cllr P Bradly			Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED
	c. It was agreed to transfer the remaining MERT funds to MPC.
	Proposed: Cllr P Clifton			Seconded:  Cllr P Marshall		RESOLVED
Action: Clerk/Cllr Clifton

23/43.  Highways and Footpaths
	Nothing to report
	
23/44.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices 

	
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	30
	Bank Fees
	HSBC
	7.00
	

	31
	Parish Mobile
	Tesco Mobile
	17.99
	

	37
	Payroll Services
	Cox and Co
	21.00
	

	36
	Cemetery Electricity
	Eon Electricity
	12.82
	

	32
	Website Hosting
	Mark Diment
	105.00
	

	34
	Postage
	Jane Thicknesse
	6.00
	

	35
	Clerk’s Salary
	Jane Thicknesse
	1039.15
	

	33
	Stationery - Envelopes
	Jane Thicknesse
	3.49
	

	41 
	Cemetery Grass Cut
	KM Dike
	278.46
	

	38
	Training
	SALC
	90.00
	

	44
	Stationery - Paper
	Jane Thicknesse
	4.75
	

	40
	Coronation Event – Mugs
	Jane Thicknesse
	435.27
	

	39
	Headstone Refund
	Appleby & Childs
	20.00
	

	42
	Graffiti Remover
	Graffiti Removal Ltd
	119.70
	

	46
	Coronation Event – VH Hire
	Misterton Village Hall
	100.00
	

	47
	Room Hire for PC Meetings (Nov 22-Jun 23)
	Misterton Village Hall
	180.00
	

	43
	Maintenance Materials
	ACE Enterprises
	32.77
	

	
	
	
	Total
	2473.40



	Proposed: Cllr P Bradly			Seconded: Cllr L Bacigulapo			RESOLVED

23/45.  AOB
A question was raised about The Avenue becoming a Somerset Council adopted road.  Cllr Best explained that this was difficult and expensive and rarely done retrospectively due to the costs involved.

23/46.	  Items for the next meeting 
Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.

23/47.	  Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 15th August 2023 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall (Back Room). 
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