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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday 19th October 2023 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)		Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Phil Clifton	 	Cllr Paul Gillard			
Cllr Viv Rowe 			Cllr Graham White	Cllr Andy Callow	Cllr Abbie Rousell
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Mike Best, County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (Old Mill Estate Representative).

Public Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance

23/72.  Apologies for absence
Cllr Pete Marshall, Cllr Abbie Rousell (late)	

23/73.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
Cllr White declared an interest in Agenda Item 4k.

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]23/74.  Minutes of the meeting of 19th September 2023
The minutes of the meetings held on 19th September 2023 were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED

23/75.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a.   Cemetery Gates
 	Work in progress
Action: Cllr White/Cllr Callow
b. 	Streetlights
The Clerk reported that Abri have declared they are not responsible for the streetlights in The Avenue.  Somerset Highways have declared the same. After discussion it was suggested that the Clerk contact National Grid to see if they would do the work and obtain a quote.
Action: Clerk
c.	Road Markings throughout village
Some of the road markings have been re-done.  Others remain on the Somerset Council list of work to be done. 

d.	Cemetery Noticeboards
	Work in progress.	
Action: Cllr White
e.	Coronation Commemorative Tree and Bench
The Clerk reported that the resident had agreed the plan to purchase a matching bench and the project was in hand.  Once both benches and the tree have been received a working party will plant/install.
	Action: Cllr Callow, Cllr White, Clerk
f.	Graffiti on Railway Bridge
	Work in progress
Action: Cllr Rousell

g.	Owsley’s Charity
Nothing further to report at this stage.  Cllr Ashton will make enquiries at a future planning committee meeting.

Action: Cllr Ashton
h.	Tree Work on Recreation Ground and in Cemetery
The Clerk reported that the tree work on the Recreation Ground had been completed to a high standard. Work in the Cemetery is due to take place on 19-20 October.

i.	CCTV and Keysafe
The Clerk reported that during the service of the CCTV it was found that the new camera was not working and required further work/replacement.  The key safe has been ordered.
*Since the meeting the CCTV camera has been re-set and is currently working correctly. The Clerk will monitor weekly – if it defaults again the company responsible have agreed to replace the camera*
Action: Clerk 
j.	Sandbags
	Cllr Clifton reported that these have been replaced (see Minute 23/76c.v. MERT)

k.	Diversion to Footpath CH20/7 (Mill Farm)
The Clerk reported that Cllr White, David Durrant (Footpaths Officer) and herself had met with Vicky Taylor, Rights of Way Diversion Officer, Somerset. She had agreed the principle of the alternative route proposed by Misterton PC and would endeavour to get it accepted.

l.	Mallabones Parking
The Chairman reported that Chris Vaughan, owner of Mallabones, continues his plans to apply for planning permission for a car park to accommodate customers.  It is possible that the car park may be available for residents to use temporarily on days when Mallabones is closed but nothing definite has been decided. 

23/76.	Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]Cllrs Ashton and Best reported that:
· Somerset Executive Committee had agreed to loosen the wording in planning applications to state that neighbouring properties ‘may’ be informed of a planning application, rather than ‘will’.
· The financial situation for Somerset Council remains dire and it is possible that the Council will be declared bankrupt in the 2024-25 financial year.  Discretionary spending will be very hard hit and it is possible that some statutory funding may also be cut.
Adult social care is a major problem.  There are insufficient carers available and there is already an overspend of £17M which could rise as high as £45M this financial year if no more government money becomes available.  One of the reasons for these difficulties is the number of retired people who are moving to Somerset which places additional pressure on already stretched resources.
· Further discussions are taking place about the location of major stroke units in Somerset.  Previously it seemed likely that Taunton would become the major unit with Yeovil as a minor unit but for a number of reasons this is being re-evaluated. One unforeseen problem is the unwillingness of the specialist staff from the Yeovil stroke unit to travel to Taunton for work. 
· There had recently been a very successful awards evening for community champions. Forty awards were made, including Cllr Phil Clifton who was congratulated by the Council on his well deserved award.
· Cllr White asked if Somerset Council’s poor financial situation would have any bearing on the plans for Misterton School.  He was assured that this would not be the case as the SEN budget is excluded from reserves.

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust
The Chairman reported:
· He had recently met with the Chairman of Misterton Football Club (MFC) to discuss various concerns including the lack of a lease which appeared to be preventing MFC from accessing grants from the Football Association. A lease is not possible due to the terms of the Portman Trust but ways of resolving the funding issue may be possible and need investigating. This may include MPC or MRGT applying for a grant on behalf of MFC. The Chairman had also informed the Chairman of MPC that they must not cut the football pitch due to insufficient clarity on the insurance and public liability. It had also been agreed that the cost of the current grass contractors doing a more regular cut of the football pitch would be looked into. In order to do this MPC require a list of dates of matches.  It was also agreed that a User Agreement for MFC was essential.
Action: Chairman, Clerk, Chairman MFC
· Last year Misterton had been unable to offer ‘Warm Spaces’ due to a lack of available space.  Due to the closure of the pre-school and the opening of Mallabones spaces may now be available for residents to meet for a hot drink and chat with others. It was suggested that residents are asked if this is something they may be interested in before making a decision.
Action: Chairman
c. Working Group Reports 
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· A meeting of the FWG was held on Thursday 12th October.  All accounts were found to be in order and actual spend was in keeping with the budget.  
· Additional income of £10,000 (£2500 profit from the Coronation event, £3300 from Somerset and Avon Constabulary to assist with purchase of Speed Indicator Device and £4200 VAT refund.) had been received and will be used for improvements to the village.

[bookmark: _Hlk125018150]ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· It was suggested that the CWG meet once the tree work has been completed.
*Since the meeting the tree work in the cemetery has been completed* 

iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· A meeting of the RWG was held on Wednesday 11th October. 
· The Chairman reported that the battery on the SID was flat and needed recharging. 
Action: Chairman
· The RWG suggested that a second SID is purchased (with the grant provided by Somerset and Avon Constabulary) to avoid having to move it from one end of the village to the other. It was suggested that the new SID should be fitted with a solar panel to extend the battery life and a second solar panel was purchased to retrofit to the original SID.
Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded: Cllr L Bacigulapo		RESOLVED
· Cllr Bradly and Cllr Clifton had recently attended the Crewkerne and Ilminster Local Community Network (LCN) meeting which had focused on transport. Nathan Turnbull, Somerset Council agreed to process Misterton issues that were being debated which included volume and speed of traffic, parking, unsuitability for HGVs, vehicle offences and danger to residents and residencies due to narrowness of road and pavements.  The Clerk was asked to send appropriate documentation.
Action: Chairman, Clerk
· The drains work in Knowle Lane had been completed but there are other drains which are causing problems due to being blocked or overwhelmed by the volume of rain water. The Clerk will report incidents to Somerset Council and residents are encouraged to do the same. The easiest way to do this is on the Somerset Council website 
www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road 
· The Chairman reported that the homeowner in Middle Street would like bollards installed in front of their property to prevent further damage from passing traffic. An application to Somerset Highways is to be made.
Action: Clerk
· Cllr Clifton presented an example of a half height self-closing gate which would be suitable for installing on Tunnel Steps. It was suggested that a sign stating ‘Danger – Traffic’ would be a good addition to the gate.  A budget of £300 for purchase and installation was proposed.
Proposed: Cllr G White		 	Seconded: Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED

[bookmark: _Hlk146445664]iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· Now the tree work has been completed a meeting of the Recreation Ground Working Group is to be arranged.
Action: Chairman

	v. MERT 
· Cllr Clifton reported that a very successful joint AED training session had been held on 14th October with Hinton St George.  Twelve residents from Misterton attended. It was agreed that this was a financial saving for both villages and it is hoped to hold more combined training in the future. 
· Cllr Clifton reported that the flood equipment had been replenished and was now in the MERT cabinet (which has been moved to behind Mallabones).. The equipment comes from Rotary who normally ask for a donation.  The sum of £100 was proposed.
Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded: Cllr P Gillard			RESOLVED	
· A village clean up has been scheduled for Saturday 18th November, starting at 10.00am at Sunnyside (on the junction of Silver Street and Middle Street). It is hoped that all Councillors and many residents will attend.
Action: Clerk, Cllr Clifton
· The purchase of 10 hoops to hold rubbish sacks open during litter was requested.  Total cost £64.50 + carriage + VAT.
Proposed: Cllr P Clifton			Seconded: Cllr P Gillard			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk 
 
23/77.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
	a. Applications handled since last meeting
i. 23/02196/73A - Land at Wellspring Farm, South Perrott Road, Misterton TA18 8NS. Amendments to previous application. OBJECTION BY MISTERTON PC
	b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
	 	None
       	c. New applications to be considered
 	None
d. Tree Applications
	 	None
	e. Other Planning Matters
	None
[bookmark: _Hlk115026802]
23/78.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices for payment, note regular payments, receipts and bank reconciliation 

Payments	
	[bookmark: _Hlk148890094]Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	80
	Memberships
	SALC
	285.09
	

	81
	Cemetery Grass Cut
	K M Dike
	278.46
	

	84
	AED Course
	Hinton St George
	35.00
	

	77
	Parish Mobile (October)
	Tesco
	17.99
	

	82
	Cemetery Electricity
	Eon Next
	18.07
	

	78
	Payroll Services
	Cox and Co
	21.00
	

	79
	Clerk’s Salary
	Jane Thicknesse
	815.71
	

	75
	Bank Fees (October)
	HSBC
	6.60
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£1477.92



	

Receipts
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Gross
	Total

	26
	Headstone Inscription
	Stones, Memorial Masons
	25.00
	

	27
	Bank Interest
	HSBC
	14.45
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£39.45



Proposed: Cllr P Bradly			Seconded: Cllr L Bacigulapo			RESOLVED

23/79.  AOB
Nothing raised.

23/80. Closed Session
There was a discussion concerning management anomalies between MPC, MFC and the Village Hall.  It was agreed that no further action would be taken at this stage.

23/81.	  Items for the next meeting 
Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.

23/71.	  Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 21st November 2023 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall (Back Room). 
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