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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday, 21st March 2023 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)	Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Graham White 	Cllr Phil Clifton			
Cllr Viv Rowe 	Cllr Andy Callow
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Mike Best, County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (Old Mill Estate Representative) and 4 members of the public.

Public Open Forum.
Daniel Moncrieff, Children’s Services, Somerset County Council gave a short presentation about the plans for Misterton School. It will be part of a project run by Homes2Inspire and Somerset NHS Foundation to provide services to looked after children in Somerset. The partnership will provide therapeutic education services, ten family like residential homes and high needs foster carers across Somerset to help the children achieve better education results, improved well-being and increased life chances. 
An informed question and answer session took place with some concerns being expressed.  The Chairman expressed disappointment that the public meeting scheduled for 28th March at 5.30pm was being held in St Bartholomew’s Primary School, Crewkerne instead of in Misterton which would likely result in fewer residents attending. Concern was also expressed about the lack of contact or information that had been provided by Children’s Services. It was requested that the Parish Council was kept much better informed and that any future meetings about the project are held within the village.

22/296.  Apologies for absence
Cllr Peter Marshall	Cllr Abbie Rousell 	Cllr Paul Gillard	 

22/297.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
None

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]22/298.  Minutes of the meeting of 21st February 2023
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st February were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded: Cllr A Callow			RESOLVED

22/299.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a. Village Clean Up 
Thanks were expressed to all who had attended the very successful Village Clean Up on March 4th.   MERT and the Clerk were also thanked for their organisation.  It was agreed that this should be a more regular event and that this could be made easier by purchasing necessary equipment (litter pickers, high viz- jackets etc) to avoid having to collect and return equipment from SSDC. The Clerk offered to investigate the cost.
Action: Clerk   
b. Cemetery Gates
Cllr White reported that the Cemetery Gates were being collected from the ironmongers on Wednesday 22nd March and would be re-hung shortly.
c. MUGA Electricity
The Parish Council discussed payment of the electricity for the MUGA and confirmed that all costs for the MUGA were the responsibility of the Parish Council.
d.   Streetlights (Turnpike Green and The Avenue)
	The Clerk reported that she had again reported the faulty street lights but to date there had been no action. 	Cllr Best requested the information be forwarded to him to chase.
Action: Clerk/Cllr Best
e. 	Hedge Cutting between Rivermead Garage and CLR Entrance
	No progress and it was suggested that Crewkerne Town Council are asked to assist with this request.
Action: Clerk
f.	Manhole Covers in Clarke’s Lane
	The work has been completed. 
g.  	Trees on Footpath CH20/2 by railway bridge
	The work has been completed.
h.	Road Markings in Old Mill Estate
	A meeting was held between Cllr Best and the Old Mill Estate Management team.  The recommendations 	have been sent to Highways and answers are awaited. 
	Road markings throughout the village are considered in a poor state and need re-painting.
Action: Clerk

22/300.	  Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
Cllr Ashton and Cllr Best reported that:
· Station Road is due for re-surfacing.  Work is scheduled to start on 13 August 2023.
· Yeovil District Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust merged this week.
· A consultation about the future location of Stroke Units within Somerset is open and all are encouraged to complete it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115014016]	Acute hospital-based stroke services - Somerset Integrated Care System (somersetics.org.uk)
· The date for Somerset becoming as unitary authority is approaching rapidly. It is hoped the transition will be smooth but inevitable teething problems will emerge. 
· Planning committees for the new authority are likely to meet more frequently.
 
b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust
i. Grass Keep Licence for Cemetery Extension Field
Cllr White had provided a specimen Grazing Agreement which is widely used by land owners and tenants.  It was suggested that this should replace the annual Grasskeep Licence Agreement drawn up by Greenslade Taylor Hunt at a cost of £125.
Proposed: Cllr A Callow		Seconded:  Cllr P Clifton			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk
ii. Future of Misterton School
See above.

iii. Dog Fouling
Purchase of additional CCTV camera to deter dog fouling.
See Misterton Recreation Ground Trust Minutes dated 21 March 2023 for details
Proposed: Cllr A Callow		Seconded: Cllr G White			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk

c. Working Group Reports 
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)
· Meeting scheduled for 4 April 2023.
Action FWG/Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk125018150]ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· The cost of a Tier 1 report (required by the Environment Agency to approve planning application for the extension) would be £1600 + VAT.  It was suggested that the new area should be used for interments only which may remove the need for the Tier 1 report.  Clerk to investigate.
Action: Clerk
· Charlie Restorick has been co-opted onto the CWG.
· Chapel had been opened on first Sunday of the month and also for Mother’s Day. Next openings scheduled for first Sunday of April and Easter Day.
· CWG meeting required.
Action: Cllr Rowe

iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· The Clerk reported that she had instructed Somerset Council to install new posts ready for the SID at a cost of £400.  
· A quote to provide a SID Vario (with two batteries and three mounting kits) had been obtained from Morelock.  The total cost would be £3529 +VAT. Support for installation and setting up would be provided by Morelock.
Proposed:  Cllr L Bacigulapo		Seconded:  Cllr V Rowe			RESOLVED
Action: Clerk
· The Clerk was asked to investigate possibility of receiving a grant (from Somerset and Avon Constabulary) to help with the costs of the SID.
Action: Clerk

· A meeting of the RWG is required to discuss the way ahead with the continuing traffic problem throughout the village.  Priorities are the safety of pedestrians, the safety of property and a safe throughway through the village.  Cllr Best suggested that the introduction of a 20mph speed limit throughout the village is worth consideration. This was received favourably by the Councillors..
Action: RWG
iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· It was agreed that a meeting should be held in early April to finalise the requirements for the Coronation Event.
Action: RGWG

22/301.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
	i. 23/00453/PIP – The Old Stage Coach Inn, Station Road, Crewkerne – Permission in Principle to demolish 	the outbuildings and rear extensions for the erection of a minimum of 6 dwellings and a maximum of 10 	dwellings – Parish Council supported the Permission in Principle.	
b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
	None 
       c.  New applications to be considered
 None
d. Tree Applications
	 None
e. Other Planning Matters
None 

[bookmark: _Hlk115016872]22/302.  Amenities
[bookmark: _Hlk115026802]	a. Coronation Event
	Councillor Clifton provided a summary of the current position.  Outstanding issues include the supply of 	beer/cider, finalising the music programme, organising helpers, checking first aid cover, the dog show and 	commemorative mugs. Mandy Childs was thanked for the work she had done obtaining quotes for the mugs 	and a discussion took place about the numbers required and funding.  To avoid unnecessary cost it was 	concluded that the best option would be for Misterton children to register their interest at the event and 	afterwards the appropriate number of mugs would be ordered and distributed to the children.
	A further meeting of the Coronation Event core team will be held imminently.
	
22/303.  Highways and Footpaths
	a. Gifted Ordnance Survey Items
	The Chairman reported that he and David Durrant, Footpaths Officer, had recently met to look at the 	Ordnance Survey items which had been gifted to the Parish Council.  Some had been retained, some given to 	a neighbouring parish and the rest donated to Crewkerne Museum.
	

22/304.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices 
	
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	116
	Payroll
	Cox and Co
	17.50
	3.50
	21.00

	114
	Mobile (Jan)
	Tesco Mobile
	17.99
	
	17.99

	113
	Bank Fees
	HSBC
	8.60
	
	8.60

	119
	Stationery
	Clerk
	8.47
	
	8.47

	115
	Clerk’s Salary
	Clerk
	627.47
	
	627.47

	109
	Grass Cutting (Feb)
	KM Dike 
	221.00
	44.20
	265.20

	117
	Training
	SALC
	25.00
	
	25.00

	
	
	
	
	Total
	£973.73



	Proposed: Cllr V Rowe			Seconded: Cllr P Bradly			RESOLVED

22/305.  AOB
None

22/306. Closed Session
The Parish Council proposed that Cllr Best and Cllr Ashton remained for the closed session.
Proposed: Cllr P Bradly			Seconded: Cllr A Callow				RESOLVED
The latest Freedom of Information request was discussed and it was agreed that the request was vexatious under FOI (Section 14). 		

22/307.	  Items for the next meeting 
Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.

22/308.	  Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 18th April 2023 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall
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