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 Minutes of the meeting of Misterton Parish Council  
Tuesday, 21st February 2023 at 6.30pm, The Village Hall, Misterton
Present:
Cllr Paul Bradly (Chair)	Cllr Leo 	Bacigalupo	Cllr Abbie Rousell	Cllr Paul Gillard	
Cllr Graham White 	Cllr Phil Clifton		Cllr Peter Marshall	Cllr Viv Rowe
Cllr Andy Callow
	
In attendance
Jane Thicknesse (Clerk), County Councillor Mike Best, County Councillor Steve Ashton, Mandy Childs (Old Mill Estate Representative)

Public Open Forum.
There were no members of the public in attendance.

22/283.  Apologies for absence
None	 

22/284.	  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
None

[bookmark: _Hlk115016445]22/285.  Minutes of the meeting of 17th January 2023
The minutes of the meetings held on 17th January were resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
	Proposed: Cllr G White			Seconded: Cllr P Marshall			RESOLVED

22/286.	 Discussion with Village Hall Committee
The Chairman welcomed Sue Kennedy, Secretary Village Hall Committee and explained that the purpose of the discussion was to see if there were ways of MPC and the VH could work more closely together for the benefit of all. Apologies were received from the Chairman and Treasurer who were unable to attend due to work commitments. 
The Secretary was asked to keep the PC updated with hall availability as the 2022 village survey had indicated that there were a number of potential clubs who would welcome the chance to use the hall. Thanks were also expressed to the Secretary (and partner) for their work clearing up the leaves and generally tidying the carpark.  It is hoped that the remaining surrounds of the VH will be cleaned during the Village Clean Up on March 5th. Cllr White mentioned that the VH required a new boiler and suggestions were made about grants which may be available to help with costs. It was also agreed that the VH could ask MPC to provide support with future projects – requests would be considered on merit and financial situation. 

22/287.	  Matters Arising from Minutes
a. Signs and Materials in Silver Street – removed. 	
b. Seat for the Cemetery – now secured and oiled.
c. Village Clean Up - Sunday 5th March 2022 at 10.30 (meet at Sunnyside, corner of Silver Street/Middle Street). The Clerk reported that she still did not heard from Streetscene about equipment and collection of rubbish. Cllr Best offered to chase.
Action: Cllr Best 
d.   Cemetery Chapel and Extension – Due to the high risk to a principal aquifer a Tier 1 risk assessment is 	required before the planning application can be considered. 
Action: Chairman, Clerk
e. 	Cemetery Gates - ongoing
Action: Cllr White, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Callow
f.	Training – the Clerk reported that various Councillors had enrolled for training and encouraged others to 	consider the various courses on offer.
g.	Precept - request for 2023-24 had been submitted.
h.  	MUGA Electricity – ongoing
Action: Cllr Callow
i.	Streetlights – lights in Turnpike Green and The Avenue still have not been repaired.
Action: Clerk
j.	Drainage in Village - ongoing
k.	Hedge cutting between Rivermead Garage and CLR Entrance – hedge has been trimmed by Western Power 	but residue rubbish in base of hedge means cutback has been insufficient. Further work to be requested.
Action: Cllr Ashton
j.	Manhole Covers in Clarkes Lane – ongoing
	Action: Cllr White, Cllr Callow

22/288.	  Reports
a. Report from County Councillors
Cllr Ashton and Cllr Best reported that:
	
· [bookmark: _Hlk115014016]Vesting Day (1 April 2023) for the new unitary authority is rapidly approaching. Two full Council meetings (Budget and Committees/Outside Bodies) are scheduled for the coming week.
· There will be 4 planning committees (North, South, East, West) each of which will comprise 13 members.  The Regulation Committee will have 15 members.
· There will be a total of 18 Local Community Networks (LCNs). Misterton will be in a LCN made up of 26 parishes including Crewkerne and Ilminster. Each PC will be entitled to have one representative. The LCNs will begin in summer 2023 and will be monitored during the first year with modifications made as necessary.
· The telephone system for the new unitary authority will have voice recognition.
· The closure of Footpath CH 20/13 has been extended for 6 months due to current poor weather conditions making repair to the footbridge difficult.

b. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council & Recreation Field Trust

· Photographs of Councillors on PC Website – the suggestion was rejected.
· Grass Keep Licence for Cemetery Extension Field – the Chairman expressed concern that it cost £125 a year to renew the licence and as, current rates of burials indicate that the land will not be required  for over 100 years, suggested that the area was turned into a maintained wild flower meadow. Cllr White suggested that a Land Agent may be able to provide a licence which was ongoing to reduce costs.
Action: Cllr White, Clerk

c. Working Group Reports 
The Chairman reminded the Council that the Working Groups were intended to be a quicker and more effective way of working.  Each group can look at issues in detail and bring suggestions to full council meetings for decisions. If any Councillor receives feedback/complaints from residents they should send the information to the Clerk who will then inform the appropriate working group.  
i. Finance Working Group (FWG)

· The Chairman requested that the FWG meet at the end of the current financial year (2022-23) and then quarterly.
Action: Chairman, Clerk

ii. Cemetery Working Group (CWG)
· The Chairman reported that the CWG had met on 25 January with the following discussed:
· opening times for the Chapel (first Sunday of each month between 11.00am and 3.00pm and for
        two days over Christmas and Easter. This will start on Sunday 5th March.)
· cleaning rota 
· cutback of boundaries 
· repair of noticeboard and display of byelaws 
· requirement of more space for interment of ashes
· hanging of gates in new position
· planting of hedge boxing
Action: CWG, Clerk
· [bookmark: _Hlk125018150]A further meeting of the CWG to be arranged.
Action: CWG
iii. Road Working Group (RWG)
· The Clerk reported that she had met with Rebecca Vaughan, Traffic Management SCC to look at the positioning of the SID. Due to restrictions and to get best use of the SID three positions were suggested:
· at the entrance to the station
· at the brow of the hill by the railway bridge
· adjacent to the existing vehicle activated sign by Cedric’s
The work would be done by SCC and cost £400.
	Proposed: Cllr Gillard			Seconded: Cllr White			RESOLVED

Final decision about the SID model will be made with advice from SCC and help with installation is being sought.
Action: Clerk
· Various other road issues were raised and it was agreed that the RWG would meet before the end of the financial year to discuss.
Action: RWG
· Councillor Marshall enquired whether it was possible to monitor noise levels using a noise nuisance recorder. Cllr Ashton suggested that Avon and Somerset Police are contacted to see if they can help. 
Action: Clerk
iv. Recreation Ground Working Group (RGWG)
· A meeting is to be arranged to concentrate on the Coronation Event
Action: RGWG
22/289.	  Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Applications handled since last meeting
	None
b. Determinations notified by SSDC since last meeting
	i. 22/02470/LBC Manor Farmhouse, Middle Street – installation of electrical supply and consumer units – 	APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 
       c.  New applications to be considered
 None
d. Tree Applications
	 None
e. Other Planning Matters
i. Kithill Development – Tilia Homes have had their application for the first phase turned down. Re-application is expected in due course.
ii. Details for development of Wool Gardens is available on the SSDC website SSDC -Planning Applications 

[bookmark: _Hlk115016872]22/290.  Amenities
[bookmark: _Hlk115026802]	a. Coronation Event
	Cllr Clifton updated the Council on the Coronation Event.  A request for all village children to be provided 	with a commemorative mug had been received. Cllr Best offered to try to establish the number of children 	(under the age of 16) so that the appropriate number of mugs could be ordered. It was agreed that if there 	was any profit from the event it would be given to organisations which benefitted Misterton residents eg 	Village Magazine and Village Hall. Full details can be found at Annex A
	Cllr Callow suggested that villagers are encouraged to pay more attention to the look and tidyness of the 	village. He thought a concerted effort should be made before the Coronation event, starting with the Village 	Clean Up.
	Action: All

	b. Community Heartbeat
	The Clerk reported that she had received an invoice for this organisation which provides a telephone service 	for people who are unable to access a defibrillator themselves. The service is advertised in the Misterton 
	Village Magazine and will be put on the PC website.
Action: Clerk

22/291.  Highways and Footpaths
	The Clerk reported:
	a. The gateposts on footpath CH20/4 (Packers Way/A3066) had been repaired.
	b. The footbridge on CH20/17 had been found and was clear of clear of vegetation
	c. There was concern over the stability of some trees on footpath CH20/2 by the railway bridge.
Action: Cllr White
	d. Cllr Best is to meet with representatives of Old Mill Estate to discuss road markings and grass cutting
	e. Traffic Management had informed that the land used for parking near to the brow of the railway bridge 	(south side) was private and they were unable to enforce parking restrictions.

22/292.	  Finance
a. [bookmark: _Hlk125021163]To agree invoices 
	
	Voucher
	Description
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	106
	Payroll
	Cox and Co
	17.50
	3.50
	21.00

	100
	Mobile (Jan)
	Tesco Mobile
	17.99
	
	17.99

	113
	Bank Fees
	HSBC
	8.60
	
	8.60

	104
	Cemetery Electricity
	E.on Next
	34.50
	1.72
	36.22

	101
	Clerk’s Salary
	Clerk
	627.47
	
	627.47

	109
	Grass Cutting (Dec)
	KM Dike 
	221.00
	44.20
	265.20

	102
	Defibrillator Costs
	Heartbeat 
	100.00
	20.00
	120.00

	103
	Scribe – Accounting Prog.
	Starboard Systems Ltd
	345.60
	69.12
	414.72

	110
	CCTV Maintenance
	Security & Electrical 
	80.00
	16.00
	96.00

	107 + 108
	Training
	SALC
	40.00
	
	40.00

	105 + 111
	Postage
	Royal Mail
	9.80
	
	9.80

	
	
	
	
	Total
	£1657.00



	Proposed: Cllr A Rousell		Seconded: Cllr P Marshall			RESOLVED

22/293.  AOB		
None

22/294.	  Items for the next meeting 
Any other items to be advised to the Clerk at least seven days ahead of the meeting.

22/295.		Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 21st March 2023 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall


Attachment:  Annex A – Coronation Event – February 2023
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